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As We Gather
In  today’s  epistle  reading,  Paul  describes  a  twofold  dimension  in  our
relationship with Christ. First, we are to be firm, not forsaking Him and His
truth, which is their root source of life. Second, however, we should stretch
outward and upward, like a building project moving forward according to
plan. Being well instructed in the faith, we have what we need to look away
from ourselves and always to Christ. Living out what we have learned will
fill us with gratitude for what the Lord has done in rooting and continuing to
lead us.

[Today’s hymns are printed on pages 12-15 of the bulletin.]

T Preparation for Worship T

Hymn                                        TLH 36 – Now Thank We All Our God

Invocation
P In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

Confession and Absolution                                  
P We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and  

serve  Him  as  His  dear  children.  But  we  have  disobeyed  Him and  
deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our  
sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In  
countless ways I have sinned against You and do not deserve to be 
called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have  
mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my 
sin, and take away my guilt.

P God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given His  
only Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the 
Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.
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T The Service of the Word T

Kyrie                                                                     Lord, Have Mercy

Gloria in Excelsis                                    Glory to God in the Highest

Salutation
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray…

… who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

Old Testament Reading                                        Ezekiel 34:11-16
11 “For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I,  I  myself  will  search for my
sheep and will seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is
among his sheep that have been scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I
will rescue them from all places where they have been scattered on a day of
clouds and thick darkness. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples and
gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And
I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the
inhabited places of the country. 14 I will feed them with good pasture, and on
the mountain heights of Israel shall be their grazing land. There they shall lie
down in  good  grazing  land,  and  on  rich  pasture  they  shall  feed  on  the
mountains of Israel.  15 I myself will  be the shepherd of my sheep, and I
myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16 I will seek the
lost, and I will bring back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I
will strengthen the weak, and the fat and the strong I will destroy. I will feed
them in justice.

Psalm of the Day                                                                Psalm 1

P Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
C nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 
P but his delight is in the law of the LORD, 
C and on his law he meditates day and night. 
P He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its fruit in its  

season, and its leaf does not wither. 
C In all that he does, he prospers. 
P The wicked are not so, 
C but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
P Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
C nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 
P for the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
C but the way of the wicked will perish.
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Gospel Reading                                                         Luke 12:32-40
32 “Fear not, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions, and give to the needy. Provide yourselves
with moneybags that do not grow old, with a treasure in the heavens that
does not fail, where no thief approaches and no moth destroys. 34 For where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also. 35 “Stay dressed for action and
keep your  lamps  burning,  36 and  be  like  men who are  waiting  for  their
master to come home from the wedding feast, so that they may open the
door  to  him  at  once  when  he  comes  and  knocks.  37 Blessed  are  those
servants whom the master finds awake when he comes. Truly, I say to you,
he will dress himself for service and have them recline at table, and he will
come and serve them. 38 If he comes in the second watch, or in the third, and
finds them awake, blessed are those servants!  39 But know this, that if the
master of the house had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would
not have left his house to be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, for the
Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.”

Alleluia
P Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
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Confession of Faith                                                    Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of
all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His
Father before all worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God,
begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by Whom all
things were made; Who for us men and for our salvation came down from
heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was
made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of the Father. And He
will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, Whose
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, Who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, Who with the Father and the Son together is
worshiped and glorified, Who spoke by the prophets. And I believe in one
holy Christian and apostolic Church,  I acknowledge one Baptism for the
remission of sins, And I look for the resurrection of the dead And the life of
the world to come. Amen.

Hymn                             TLH 245 – God Loved the World So that He Gave

Sermon Text                                                           Colossians 2:6-7
6 Therefore, as you received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in him, 7 rooted
and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught,
abounding in thanksgiving.

Continue to Walk in Christ
I. By Being Strengthened in His Love
II. By Overflowing with Thankfulness
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Offertory 

Hymn                              WS 758 – Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation

General Prayer

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our  Father  who  art  in  heaven,  hallowed  be  Thy  name,  Thy  

Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; give us 
this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and 
the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
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T The Service of the Sacrament T

Preface
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them up to the Lord.

P It is right and beneficial that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks to You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God…
...Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company of  
heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and  
saying:

Sanctus                                                                   Holy, Holy, Holy

Words of Institution

Pax Domini                                                            Peace of the Lord

P The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C Amen.
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Agnus Dei                                                                    Lamb of God

Distribution                                   
Holy Communion is rightly called a ‘Sacrament’ because it  is a “Sacred
act;” not in what WE do for Christ, but in what Christ does for US! Because
God’s  Word presents  the  reception of  this  Sacrament  as  a most  intimate
expression of spiritual and confessional unity (1 Corinthians 1:10; 10:16-17
Romans  16:17-18),  we ask  only  those who have publicly  professed such
oneness of  faith and belief  with us by membership here or another CLC
church come forward at this time. This is not a judgment of anyone’s faith,
but rather an expression of ours. Please speak with pastor if you are seeking
a church home or have any questions. We’d love to have you! 

9



Nunc Dimittis                                      O Lord, Now Let Your Servant

P Go in peace. Serve the Lord with gladness.
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Thanksgiving

Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give you peace.

C Amen.

Hymn                                    WS 800 – Go My Children, with My Blessing
                       (st. 1 – Children, st. 2 – Women, st. 3 – Men, st. 4 – Everyone)
 

Hymns and liturgical settings under copyright are used by permission through Concordia
Publishing House License #000014358 or OneLicense.net #A-729565. Scripture quotations
are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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T Announcements T
Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this morning in our Savior’s name.
We are glad that you have come to worship with us this morning, and hope
that you will come back and join us again. It is our prayer that your faith
will be strengthened by the preaching of our Lord’s pure Word and by the
psalms and hymns that our Scripture-based liturgy offers. If you have any
questions  about  our  church  or  are  interested  in  learning  more  about  the
Scriptures, please ask Pastor Sauers.

Upcoming Schedule – Online Calendar @ FDLlutheran.com/calendar
February 5 9:00 am Sunday School/Bible Class

10:00 am Worship Service w/ Holy Communion
11:15 am Pastor Sauers Farewell

February 7 6:30 pm School Committee
February 10 6:30 pm Fellowship Gathering
February 11 6:30 pm Worship Service

7:45 pm Sunday School/Bible Class
February 14 6:00 pm Council
February 18 6:30 pm Worship Service

7:45 pm Bible Class

New Church Council: The new church council is Dave Bernthal, President;
Mike  Sippert,  Vice  President  and  Treasurer;  Kevin  Kern,  Financial
Secretary;  Mike  Schwersinske,  Missions;  and  Chris  Sabel,  Buildings  &
Grounds.  We  have  three  vacant  positions  on  council.  Please  speak  with
Pastor if you might be willing to consider serving on council.

Pastor's  Farewell:  Following  the  service  this  morning  there  will  be  a
farewell meal for Pastor Sauers and family. Sandwiches will be provided.
Please  bring  a  side  dish,  salad  and/or  dessert  to  share.  A green  box  is
available for cards and gifts.

Parsonage Punch List: You will find a sign up sheet on the bulletin board
for some maintenance items in the parsonage that need to be done before our
next pastor arrives. Please sign up for what you are able to do. We hope not
to have to hire these items out. Work will begin February 6. Thank you -
Mike Schierenbeck

CLC News: Pastor Michael Gurath of Holy Cross Lutheran, Phoenix, AZ
has  returned  the  call  to  Ascension  Lutheran  Church,  Tacoma,  WA and
Redemption  Lutheran  Church  and  School,  Lynnwood,  WA.  <>  Pastor
Wayne  Eichstadt  of  Gethsemane  Lutheran  Church,  Spokane,  WI,  has
returned the call to Messiah Lutheran Church, Eau Claire, WI. 
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